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DETAILED ACTION 
And 

EXAMINER'S REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

L Claims 39, 41 and 43-50 are allowed. 

Examiner's Reasons for Allowance 
2. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The Applicants' 
claims are allowed for at least the reasons listed below. 

2.1 As regards independent claim 49, the following limitations, in combination with other 
limitations are neither anticipated nor made obvious by the prior art, "said software model is 
loadable via the bus in the central control unit, and the central control unit being provided with 
the parameters, functionalities and programs of the field device with which said software 
apparatus model is associated, so that the field device with which said software apparatus model 
is associated can be simulated in the central control unit " The combination of the Applicants' 
expressly claimed limitations and arguments presented in the 1 1/21/2005 responses have been, in 
combination, persuasive and the Examiner withdraws the earlier prior art rejections. 

2.2 As regards independent claim 50, the following limitations, in combination with other 
limitations, are neither anticipated nor made obvious by the prior art, "the software of each 
apparatus being loadable into said central control unit so that the operation of the plant can be 
simulated by testing all parameters and functionalities in said software. " The combination of the 
Applicants' expressly claimed limitations and arguments presented in the 1 1/21/2005 responses 
have been, in combination, persuasive and the Examiner withdraws the earlier prior art 
rejections. 
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2.3 As regards independent claim 44 the following limitations, in combination with other 
limitations, are neither anticipated nor made obvious by the prior art, "loading the software of 
the apparatuses to be employed in the plant into the central control unit; and simulating the 
operation of the plant by including all parameters and functionalities contained in the software 
by means of a software program sequence in the control unit " The combination of the 
Applicants' expressly claimed limitations and arguments presented in the 11/21/2005 responses 
have been, in combination, persuasive and the Examiner withdraws the earlier prior art 
rejections. 

2.4 As regards independent claim 46 the following limitations, in combination with other 
limitations, are neither anticipated nor made obvious by the prior art, "means memorizing a 
software, said software being a specification of said at least one apparatus containing the mimic 
image of said at least one apparatus including parameters, functionalities and programs of said 
at least one apparatus, said software providing said control unit with said specification of said 
at least one apparatus, " The combination of the Applicants' expressly claimed limitations and 
arguments presented in the 1 1/21/2005 responses have been, in combination, persuasive and the 
Examiner withdraws the earlier prior art rejections. 

2.5 Dependent claims 39, 41, 43, 45, 47 & 48 are allowed for at least the reason that they 
depend upon an allowed base claim. 

2.6 Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US Patent 5,436,855 discloses a method of simulating an industrial process using 
functional models (Abstract, Figures 1 & 2, Col. 1 lines 50-67 and Col. 2 lines 1-39). 

"Bridging the gap: Transferring logic from a simulation into an actual system controller" 
1988 Winter Simulation Conference, discloses taking the results of a simulation and 
programming a controller for an industrial process, pages 583-590. 

"Real-Time Control of a Manufacturing Cell Using Knowledge-based Simulation" 1991 
Winter Simulation Conference, discloses method of simulating the cells in a manufacturing tract, 
pages 251-260. 

"Towards a Realtime Knowledge-Based Simulation System for Diagnosing Machine 
Tool Failure", 1990 Winter Simulation Conference, discloses methods of modeling modules 
interconnected in a simulation of an industrial system, pages 603-608. 
3.1 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dwin M. Craig whose telephone number is (571) 272-3710. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 10:00 - 6:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo P. Picard can be reached on (571) 272-3749. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300, 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



DMC 




Primary Examiner 
Arl Onit 2125 



